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Dear Parents, Carers and Staff
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. You will see from this newsletter that we have had a very busy term
_during which our pupils have been involved in a broad range of
+ learning opportunities.

As some of you will be aware | was privileged to be included in a

_ study tour of New Zealand Special Schools during the October

+ holiday and the beginning of term. It was a great opportunity to

. learn from colleagues in New Zealand and share with them our

" approaches here in the U.K. The earthquakes in Christchurch added
. an interesting dimension to the visit, many of the buildings in the city
_ having already been turned to rubble.

1 As you are aware, governors are currently consulting on a change of
. from foundation to academy status. Consideration of academy status
_ is a reflection of the desire on the part of governors and the

+ management team to ensure that Fosse Way School is optimally

. placed to serve its pupils and their families in this new education

* landscape.

Have a wonderful —
. Christmas! X

David Gregory

SPECIALIST

TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE

TECHNOLOGY
COLLEGES

Fosse Way School
Longfellow Road
Radstock, Bath.
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This term KS2 have been finding out about what
are humandés basic needs fo )
specifically food, drink, shelter and warmth. To \ ==\
begin the term we looked at where we get all of ' .
the above from, and how difficult it must be for

other animals who have to find their own food and drink and make
their own shelters, and create warmth.

We went out into the wooded area in the school grounds, and looked
for insects, and other mini beasts to see how they lived, we looked at
how they sheltered and kept warm.

It started to get cold so we wrapped up in warm old clothes and
wellies, and decided that we would spend our Wednesdays making
shelters and dens in the woods to see how tricky it was to protect
ourselves from the elements. All of KS2 have thrown themselves into this project and have dragged
branches, raked and picked up |l eaves, cleared areas o T
rain, wind and nearly snow to show that humans and other animals need to think about different kinds

of unfavourable weather, when building their homes. We also made a big campfire out of sticks and
branches that wedd gathered, to try and keep war m.
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* ¥E8 A professor from Japan visited the
? science lab at the beginning of this
f’f term to look at how Fosse Way use
3 ICT in the curriculum.
% Although from a country which develops cuttin
9:2 edge technology, Professor Yamashita from t
;:: Japan Textbook Research Centre at Chiba
3 National University was sent by the Japanese
¢ government to find out how we use that

o technology in the delivery of science.

Eif A group of our Year 9 scientists, investigating the EES
ai: Earth as part of their studies, played host to the ol
;:: Professor and demonstrated how to model the forces exerted during earthquids he seemed %
a.<fam|Iiar with, living on the Pacific O6Ring iibf

;:: Professor Yamashita also saw our wonderful visualiser in action, capturing amazing images of thi qua
a:< and detailed force meter readings. He then saw our students transfer the data instantly to the whefeboa
;c and link to worldwide quake events almost as they happened. This helped him to investigate the @est u

a:: of interactive whiteboards with a mind to introduce similar technology into the schools of Japan. a:<

XMr Gough said, fdlt is fantastic that we havﬁ s
aEZdlsposaI and it really brings science 'e.
f:f impressed he videoed the whole lesson and then went on to glean further

s technological secrets from Mr Moon. e

fi;nlt()s not rocket science, just a C as ety N
a::best potential . o

;:; Professor Yamashita then left to continue hiswhisteo p t our of t h§ <0 s

s teaching facilities, but not before he kindly left Fosse Way a donation. Mr Goug )

PV

Z* intends to use the money to purchase a miniature projectile launsbet really was

;lt
a:: rocket science after all!
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Enterprising Learners

Pupils from 3B & 3C (Mr EIlIlison/ Mr Thomas?o)
projects this term. One project was to decorate flowerpots and then pot them up with
winter flowering cyclamen plants. These items were then offered for
sale. Another project was to plant daffodil bulbs which will go on sale in
the Spring to provide some much needed colour at that time of the year.
The students learned new
practical skills and were
able to develop skills
such as working together
and problem solving.

NG

Terry Moon

Painted pots and
planting the bulbs!

KS4RadioiProject

On November 16 ™ and 17 ™, a group of Year
10 students were involved in creating a 30
minute radio programme.

The students were assisted by Rupert from

Somer Valley FM and Nick from Somervale
School, who were both incredibly impressed
with our studentsd enth
professionalism. The students worked in small
groups to prepare segments for the show,

which will be broadcast on Somer Valley FM in

the New Year.

ﬂ They were responsible for
controlling technical aspects

~of the show, such as

™ iy , monltorlng sound levels,

g Playing music and editing the

A recorded interviews and

_ & discussions.




T”p to SW 'am museum (Written by Josh Worgan/Alex Lane)

On Monday the 15 ™ November 8 students of
Jas’ Monday afternoon humanities group went to Swindon train museum. We left to go to Swindon on
the minibus at 9.15 to catch the 10.13 train from Bath Spa station to Swindon train station. The type
of train was a First 125 Great Western. From the Swindon train station we had a 10 - 15 minutes to
the museum. When we got there we had a man greet us and gave us a map of the museum and from
then we walked around on our own with a member of staff from school. We saw a lot of old trains and
models that were used in the 1800 - 1900s we went in a train carriage that was once owned by Queen
Victoria. We saw some famous trains like the Great Western and the Evening Star which were built by
Brunel. We also saw the old tools they used to use. After the tour we walked back to Swindon train
station to catch the 125 train back to Bath Spa Station. We got back to school at 2.30pm. Everyone
that went on the trip enjoyed the trip to the museum.

KS4 BM/TL Life skills

This term in KS4BM/TL the
pupils have been learning about
road safety as part of the life skills unit.

Wedbve been out on the mini
different road crossings, such as Zebra crossings,
and Pelican crossings. The pupils have been looking out
for the green man, looking both ways and crossing
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with pupils managing to add a mile here and
a mile there to their totals. Some of them

as you will see have managed to add a great
deal over the last two terms!

quiet roads Here is a list of the current leaders by
without any Key stage
lights.
Tom KS1/2 Stefan Vance 9 miles
KS3 Tom Disley Simpson 28 miles!
KS4 Tom O'Connell 17 miles
KS5 Chris Pike 10 miles
Well done and keep it udp'!

to play for and all the rest of the year to
doitin!




COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

Road Safety

Concern has recently been expressed by a local resident at the high speed some vehicles are travelling on their
way to pick -up and drop off children at Westfield and Fosse Way Schools. Please be aware that the maximum
speed limit is not always a safe speed in areas where school children and their families are walking, particularly

around the start and end of the school day.
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The Christmas Production Video.

Due to parental request, the Christmas production video will be available for download in an
unedited format. The details will ONLY be available to parents and
carers at the school through using the following links and password.

It is a large file and will take some time to download and will only

play on a computer as it will be the basic video file.

Please use the following links and sign in details to download;

**This information is only available to parents and carers of

please contact the school directly.**

One file will be visible, click and save to your PC.

With some internet browser versions, you might get an error page

to do with security
websited and it wildl

Please do not share with other people and keep this information
secure as it will not be published anywhere else except in the hard
copy of the newsletter. This link will be removed next term.

Enjoy!
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Children in Need Non Uniform Day

We managed to raise through donations, non uniform day and
students doing sponsored activities like running laps around the
playground and field an amazing total of...

272(0)(835725

Well done everyone!

CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAY

CLOSED FROM
Friday 17th Decembe
and reopening on

Tuesday 4tlanuary
2011!
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School Website

/4 ’ We are constantly updating the
~N 7 school website with new
information. You will find the latest
b

policies and school information
there so please check on a regular
basis. In the event of snow and
bad weather a notice will be

posted on the front page of the website as soon as any decision
has been made. If there is no notice, we will be open as usual!
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59 Techoloy

Year 10B have been very busy in their Food Technology lessons this term.

The focus of their work has been to look at the Health and Safety aspects of
working in a kitchen but this has been done alongside lots of practical work.

Every week the group have been making a different type of biscuit or cookie
(both sweet and savoury) including herby seeded oatcakes, gingerbread, cream
cheese spirals, melting moments, cheese scones and chocolate chip cookies!
As well as learning about Health and Safety the pupils have really developed
their confidence and techniques of working with
foods in the kitchen & and the results have been

very tasty indeed !

Who knew
Health and
Safety could be
so much fun?

Post- 16 Visit Bath Christmas Market

WRITTEN BY POST -16 STUDENTS

Our Christmas shopping trip to Bath didnodt
public transport so we waited at the bus stop. The bus was running late due to the
cold weather. After half an hour of standing in the snow we had a change of plan.

We all leaped into the staff cars and drove to Odd Down park and ride. From there
we caught the bus into the city and split into groups of two or three.

The day before we all made a list of the items we wanted to buy and researched

them on the internet, so we had a rough idea of where to look. With the help of our
|l i sts we searched for gifts for friends
for lunch at McDonalds.

After some more Christmas shopping we made our way back to school. Some of us

were finally able to use public transport!

BibleClipart.net
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== Centre of Excellence at
Strode College in Street
several of our pupils have
been training hard every

— — week under the watchful eye
of their coaches. The first games have since been played
against Devon and Gloucestershire Counties and we have photos of them in their new kit. The
group have started so well that the England coach for the Under 18 Learning Disability team has
already been down to scout for talent!

Team photos show the Under 14 and Under 18 teams featuring Regan Wood-Escott, Jordan Ball,
Adam Curtis, Kevin Tovey, Dean Summers, Martin West and Danny Burden.

E Playground to Podium

Playground to Podium is a national talent development day for pupils with a
& physical, sensory or learning disability mainstream or special education. It is
¥= organised by the B&NES School Sport Partnership and all pupils invited have
% been identified and selected as potentially Gifted and Talented within Physical
& Education & School Sport. 50 pupils from across B&NES were selected to
4 attend the day at the University of Bath where they met several Paralympian
= athletes and participated in trampolining, boccia, cricket, multi sports, table
- tennis and athletics. Well done Alice Beere, Bradley Purchase, Jessica and
Elouise Pitman for being selected from Fosse Way

In November KS2 KB took part in an Invasion
Games Festival at St Br
College, Brislington. The pupils took part in a
number of different activities, playing games and
| practicing different ball skills. This included games
to develop basketball, netball, football and hockey
skills. The pupils enjoyed the activities and

worked well both individually and in teams.
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KS2 FESTIVALS TOPIC

KS2 Natalie Nyceds c
Dobbies Garden Centre to explore the
istmas displays and to get some

fleas of how to decorate our class

tree. We all had loads of fun looking

at all the different kinds of

decorations that are sold and enjoyed

looking at the giant moving polar bears!

which the children took home and put on their own trees!

Churl:hchirt.net

We couldndét find Santa but we did come home
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SCHOOL CHOIR PUBLIC PERFORMANCE

On Saturday 4th December, Fosse Way School
Choir were invited by 06S
network for adults with learning difficulties) to

sing at their Christmas Fayre in Chilcompton

Hall. After technical difficulties (the keyboard
transposing every song throughout!) we sounded
great! We sang OAngel so
followed by some Christmas songs and ended

with a medley of carols, singing to a packed

hal | . ElI'lie Burton sang
manger and sounded like an angel!

Thanks to all the parents, carers and staff and

children for their help and fantastic behaviour!
A real credit to our school. Our School Choir dealing with singing in public at Chilcompton
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: Science KS3 Visit to @Bristol

:OnFriday,ZG‘“November we as part of this term6s Science top
activities to explore such as the centreds O6AIlIl about
activities were investigated and enjoyed a great deal as the students learned about the different forces.
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Students were also awed by the centreds Planetari um,
hemisphere, and discovering the inspiring science behind the stars.

1 7i- Exploring the
sand pattern trays
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Using the interactive 4
sound and light
machine
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This term our topic has been about

books. In science, however,  we took ad-
vantage of the current cold weather to
conduct an experiment. The children filled pots with wa-
ter and mixed salt, sugar and soap into some of

them. They left these outside overnight. Here they are
sorting the pots and discovering that water mixed with

salt does not freeze - just like the sea!
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Fair Trade Project!

: One of our students, Georgina Hart has organised and
= carried out a Fair Trade Raffle as part of her International
- Studies project.

: As part of the new qualification the Project, Georgina said

:()I chose Fair Trade as | had
: Moreton (my International Studies teacher) gave me an idea

> of running a Fair Trade Tuck Shop and my mum also gave me

: an idea of starting a Fair Trade raffle to help buy the stock

:f or my Fair Trade tuck shop. o

" She did a great deal of research on Fair Trade and Fair
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" Trade companies as part of the Project Qualification. gl : sl oA U ' Y
:Georgina said, ol wrote to Supermarkets telling them aboﬁut
:what I am doing and asking them for donations. The supermarkets that replied were Waitrose, Kraft, M & S, i
:Lovej oys |l ocal fruit and vegetable shop and Sainsburys. %
: The response was very good and some wonderful hampers of food, wine, cakes and even vouchers were made up out ﬁ
- of the donated goods. ﬁ
. She made posters, advertised it and then sold tickets to the staff at Fosse Way for the 16 prizes and raised ﬁ
= £172.50! Gary Warsop was the lucky winner of the 1st prize i a Fair Trade Hamper! E
3
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This term has been a very busy one for the students of Fosse Way House
the build up to Christmas has been a very exciting one and we were all
pleased to welcome the families of the students for our annual Christmas
Fun Night. A great time was had by all and the model snowmen proved to be
a very popular activity. As well as arts and crafts we played games in the
hall and all got in the festive spirit with some Christmas Music. The home
made mince pies also went down a storm with everyone.

Towards the end of term we were very sad to say goodbye to Ross who left

us to go to another school and we wish him all the best in his new school.

The leaving party was a very fun night and Ross certainly enjoyed going bowling
with all his friends. He leaves us as the current Fosse Way House Champion.
Everyone here at Fosse Way House would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year. We look forward to seeing everyone when we return in
January.
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Christmas at Fosse Way and all through the school... There was fun in
the classrooms, the hall and the pool!

Christmas is a very exciting time for our students and at Fosse Way
we try to incorporate the fun and excitement of the season with
learning new skills and taking on new challenges. One of the big events
is the Christmas Production and all the classes were rehearsing

hard to do a live performance in front of parents and carers! All the
Primary and KS3 were involved and it was a showcase of talent.

First in the programme was KS1 and Foundation Class performing
Dear Santafi a delightful story of some children writing to Santa

and getting slightly strange presents which have to go back until
they get the O6purrfectd present
as Santa's elves and children asking for presents!

Nat ali eds class p
called the Sounds of Christmas.
N With a little help from some of our Post 16 students they sang and
accompanied the song with bells and crackers and all sorts!

Karen's class in KS2 then perfor med
Christmassy twist i The poor stick man, based on a character from a
popular childrenés book and pl ayed

misadventures trying to get home, finally ending up at Christmas Eve next

to a fire! Then of course Santa gets stuck up the Chimney  fi sung
fantastically by Paula Turners class , complete with their own Chimneys! -
and the stick man helps him free and in return gets a trip home. This was
narrated by William Smith, Stefan Vance and Oliver Quinn with great
confidence.

KS3 Simon Thomasd cl ass had created a very season
performed and were filmed in our media room and magically appeared to be decorating a tree in an actual
winter wonderland!
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The final section of the Christmas Production involved all the rest of Key
stage 3 doing a musi c alf aclghtly neoderndakéios e
the three wise men and the nativity. Bradley Till, Sam Haines and Kevin

Tovey were the three wise men of the title and did a fantastic job.

Everyone sang all the musical numbers with gusto and Josh Twine and

Jordan Ball were splendid as drummers as well. There was some fantastic
acting by Jack Mayhew as King Herod and Ellie Burton sang wonderfully as
Mary, along with Jordan Jones as Joseph. All of this was very ably

narrated by William Smith who held the whole production together.

Mary, Joseph and the Star
above.

Angels, Shepherds, Kings and
even camels all over the place!
It was a very colourful
performance and everyone
enjoyed doing it!







